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VIDEO PRODUCTION | VIDEO PRODUCTION =
B GO INWITH A PLAN. B GO INWITH A PLAN,

Bl GET CLOSE! Bl GET CLOSE!

B KEEP THE VIDEO STEADY. BN KEEP THE VIDEO STEADY.

E§ AVOID KEEPING THE CAMERA AT EYE LEVEL. B8 AVOID KEEPING THE CAMERA AT EYE LEVEL,

Bl GOOD AUDIO IS AS IMPORTANT AS THE VIDEO. Bl GOOD AUDIO IS AS IMPORTANT AS THE VIDEO.
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VIDEO STORYTELLING .

i THINKBEFORE YOU RECORD.

B KEEP IT SIMPLE. KEEP IT SHORT.

EJ RELATE TO YOUR AUDIENCE.

EJ START AND FINISH STRONG.

EJ BE SINCERE. BE PASSIONATE. TELL THE TRUTH.
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“HOW TO” SERIES

Video Production

his best-practices guide is for either facilitated groups

or individual learners seeking to produce better videos.
This guide may be used in conjunction with companion

guides to developing your message, video storytelling and
online message promotion. The guide uses a five-step model,
with tips and openly available Internet resources for each
step. Authors of non—U.S. government resources are wholly
responsible for the content on their Web pages.

i T

Make a visual plan or “storyboard” before
you start production.

m Know your message and your target
audience.

m Plan and secure access to the sounds and
images that you will need to make your
story come alive.

® Know your limitations, keeping in mind
the time you have to film and edit,
the capacity of your equipment, your
training on your equipment, and any
data bandwidth limits of your intended

® When filming, get close and stay close.
You will get better audio, there will be
less camera shake, and the video will be
more interesting to your audience.

= Put bright lights like windows and the
sun behind the camera. Turn your subject
toward these light sources, using the light
to focus attention on your subject.

m Use an extra light if you have one.

WHEN RECORDING AN INTERVIEW, STAY
WITHIN 1 METER OF YOUR SUBJECT.

distribution method.

A PLAN AVOIDS LOTS OF WASTED TIME
AND FOOTAGE!

RESOURCES

goo.gl/3wCWi
Constantly updated HTML guide to video product specifications,

limitations.

RESOURCES

g00.gl/TbY5i
Video illustrating key production tips.



http://goo.gl/3wCWi
http://goo.gl/TbY5i

Raise Your Voice

VideoRroduction

| 3] KEEP THE VIDEO STEADY.

m Use a tripod, monopod or even just a flat
surface at the desired height.

m Ifyou don’t have a tripod, use two hands and
brace yourself against something like a wall.

® Limit the use of pans (camera sweeping from
side to side during a shot) and zooms. If you
need a closer shot, move yourself closer!

m Treat your video camera as if you are
shooting photos. Minimize panning and
tilting, just as you would if you were taking
a photo.

HOLD EACH SHOT FOR 10 SECONDS. THREE
DIFFERENT — YET STEADY — SHOTS ARE
BETTER THAN ONE PAN AROUND A ROOM.

RESOURCES
g00.gl/XQ1HG

Video tips on keeping your camera steady.

AVOID KEEPING THE

CAMERA AT EYE LEVEL.

m  Show your audience something in a way

they’ve never seen it before.

m  Use the “Rule of Thirds” to guide your
framing. Keep your subject out of the exact
middle of a shot and place it slightly to the
right or left of the frame.

® Build sequences of action. Show a full
scene, then a medium-distance shot, then
a close-up. Get close-ups of a person’s face,
body and hands.

FILM AT DIFFERENT ANGLES AND HEIGHTS

TO SHOW SOMETHING OTHER THAN WHAT
YOU OR YOUR AUDIENCE WOULD NORMALLY SEE.EVEN
A TABLE CAN BE INTERESTING IF FILMED FROM THE
CORNER, AT TABLE-HEIGHT!

RESOURCES

00.gl/nb09H
Video tutorial on using the “Rule of Thirds.”

| 5] GOOD AUDIO IS AS
IMPORTANT AS THE VIDEO.

m Audio is as important as video to telling
a good story. Record away from sources of
competing noise such as traffic, music or
even a noisy air conditioner.

m Use an external microphone whenever
possible.

m Record natural sounds that will help
illustrate your story and make your
audience feel like they’re with you.

® Music can be a powerful way to convey
emotion and engage your audience. Use
music to signify changes in subject, pacing
or mood.

WEAR HEADPHONES TO HEAR WHAT YOU
ARE RECORDING. YOU WOULDN'T FILM A
VIDEO BLINDFOLDED, WOULD YOU?

RESOURCES

00.gl/ui7Cv
Video tutorial on creating great audio with a hand-held camera.
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“HOW TO” SERIES

Video Storytelling

his best-practices guide is for either facilitated
groups or individual learners seeking to improve
their video storytelling skills. This guide may be
used in conjunction with companion guides to developing
your message, video production and online message
promotion. The guide uses a five-step model with tips and
openly available Internet resources for each step. Authors
of non-U.S. government resources are wholly responsible

for the content on their Web pages. -

n THINK BEFORE YOU RECORD. you need to tell your story and add that

to the amount of time you will need for
Plan ahead. You should be able to state the video recording and editing your video.

message of your story in a sentence or less.

m Know the local laws regarding filming
= Who is your audience? permits and permissions prior to

shooting your video.
®  What do you want your audience to feel, to &Y

know or to do after they’ve seen your story?
STORYTELLING IS A CRAFT. IT TAKES A
LOT OF PLANNING AND THOUGHT
BEFORE ANYTHING EVER GETS RECORDED, EDITED
OR SEEN BY AN AUDIENCE.

» How will you know whether your story
has been successful in educating or
inspiring your audience?

m What sound and images will help you tell
your story to your particular audience?

RESOURCES
® Who needs to be a part of the story and goo.gl/axiD8
what do they need to say or do to convey Step-by-step HTML guide to planning your video shoot.
your message? 900.9I/KSSWE

®m What images do you need to show to tell HTML guide to storyboarding.

your story?

m Create a “storyboard.” Write down ﬂ
your answers to the questions above W
and use them to make a visual plan or
“storyboard” that depicts every scene of m  Make sure every part of your story is
your video. Be sure to consider how long absolutely essential.

it will take to gather the sound and images



http://goo.gl/axiD8
http://goo.gl/KSSWE

Raise Your Voice

m Be specific, sincere and short. Keeping your RESOURCES
video short is good for your story and good goo.gl/erlD3
for online viewers who have slow Internet HTML tips for writing good descriptive sentences.
connections.

m Use examples and images that illustrate n START AND FINISH STRONG.

directly the message of your story.
m The beginning and ending of your story are

of paramount importance.
BE A RUTHLESS EDITOR. CUT ANYTHING

THAT DOESN’T CONTRIBUTE DIRECTLY TO m  Use the strongest sound or images in the

THE MESSAGE OF THE STORY. beginning to grab the attention of your
audience quickly.

RESOURCES
EVEN WHEN BUILDING A SURPRISE

ELEMENT INTO YOUR STORY, LET YOUR
AUDIENCE KNOW RIGHT AWAY WHAT THE THEME OR
goo.gl/4yXsg SUBJECT OF YOUR STORY IS.
Video tips on editing your film.

goo.gl/HDhjo
Video tips on keeping your message short.

RESOURCES

ﬂ RELATE TO YOUR AUDIENCE. so0.gl/Liyda

PDF guide to video storytelling with a clear narrative arc.
m Consider how you can better connect with ? yiene

your audience.

| | 5] BE SINCERE. BE PASSIONATE.
m Look for a compelling anecdote to sway an
indifferent audience’s opinion; describe TELL THE TRUTH.

that anecdote as if the audience knows
nothing about it. m If something important is left out of a story,
the audience will suspect that and may

m Tell your audience why your story matters distrust your storytelling and your message.
and why they should care.
m Ifthere is another side to your story,
m In your voice-over, use simple, descriptive acknowledge it and refute it.
words to convey feelings and responses
related to the five senses. m Sincerity and passion are two keys to a

great video narrative.

USE SPECIALIZED WORDS ONLY IF YOU

ARE TARGETING AN AUDIENCE WITH A RESOURCES
SPECIALIZED BACKGROUND. go0.gl/2ZY0y

HTML news story on telling the truth in documentaries.
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